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The Church of the Assumption of Our Lady in Novy
Jicin is the focal point of the town and is an im-
portant element of the built-up area of what is now
the urban heritage reserve. Like most churches,
the church chancel has faced the east, the site

of Jesus Christ’s suffering, since the town’s origins.

The original wooden Gothic church had wooden
panelling and shingles. It burnt down during the de-
structive fire of the town in 1503 and was rebuilt in
the Late Gothic style.
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The tower with its Renaissance gallery was con-
structed right next to the church in the 17th century.

The church underwent the most extensive modifica-
tions under Jesuit rule between 1729 and 1732, when
the old, outdated church was rebuilt in the Baroque
style, which is the appearance that has been pre-
served to this day.

In 1844 there was a catastrophe, which resulted
in further repairs: lightning struck the tower and set
the roof of the tower and the church itself on fire.
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Veduta of Novy Ji¢in from
1730, ink drawing, detail.
Photo: Provincial Archive
in Opava
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Veduta of Novy Ji¢in by Jan
Ignéc Capek dating from
1744, oil on wood, detail
Photo: Museum of the Novy
Jicin Region
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Fire of the tower of the parish
church in Novy Ji¢in in 1844,
oil on canvas

Photo: Museum of the Novy
Jiéin Region
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The tower and the parish
church on the oldest colour
photograph from 1939,
diapositive

Photo: Private collection -
Radek Polach




1 The origins
of the church tower

The church tower was built by the town be-

tween 1597 and 1618 and even though it adjoined
the church building, it remained the town’s proper-
ty until the beginning of the 20th century.

The date construction work began can be deter-
mined on the basis of the inscription of the year

and the markl of Thomas Heinrich, a burgher of Novy
Ji¢in and also burgomaster in 1586, 1592 and 1596.
The mark from 1587 is an emblem carved as a relief
into the keystone?2 of the south door of the church.
The emblem contains a mirror-image 4 with an elon-
gated shank that splits into two at the bottom and
an additional crossbar. The initials T.H. are inscribed
at the top along the sides of the mark. The year 1587
is carved as a relief above the emblem.
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The mark of burgomaster
Thomas Heinrich from 1587
Photo: Ladislav Smitke
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Veduta of Novy Jiéin by Fulnek art-
ist Frantiek Kledensky from 1817,
detail Photo: Museum of the Novy
Jicin Region
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View of the church tower from
the square after 1910 with a statue
of Austrian Emperor Josef Il.
Photo: Museum of the Novy

Ji¢in Region
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A coloured photograph

of Zédmecka Street from

the period after 1925
Photo: Museum of the Novy
Ji¢in Region

EXPLANATIONS

1Mark - a carved personal
or guild emblem (often
bearing initials and a year),
which identified the build-
er, owner or craftsman.

2 Keystone - the centre
stone in an arch or a vault-
ed ceiling, which assures
the stability of the entire
structure. It was often
shaped or embellished.

3 Shaft - the middle, verti-
cal and usually elongated
section of a column or oth-
er element.

Latin inscription on the north side above
the passage through the tower

This carved Latin inscription reads as follows in English:
“The strongest tower is the name of our Lord. During
the reign of the merciful Matthias, Roman Emperor,
under the honourable council of the town of Novy
Ji¢in, the most dignified and judicious burgomaster
Zacharias Gertel, called Ostravsky, and council mem-
bers Pavel Schindler, Jan Hofmann and Jan B6hm,

the pastor of the German Church M ...Czech... (illegible
in the original) town scribe Baltazar Hofmann and rec-
tor of the municipal school Jiri Mlynek, this tower was
built at the expense of the town and successfully com-
pleted in 1618. The word of God will endure forever.”



The church tower
in the Late Renaissance
and Baroque periods

When the town was besieged by the armies of Jan
Jifi Krnovsky in 1621, the tower and the church were
damaged by bombardment. The tower’s current
appearance, with its typical Renaissance gallery, was
finished in 1629.

The tower’s cupola is the characteristic focal point
of the tower and practically the entire town of Novy
Jicin. Unfortunately, on 12 March 1844 at six in the
evening, the highest part of the cupola was struck by
lightning and set on fire and the entire structure was
soon in flames. Fortunately, there was no wind on
that day, so the flames did not spread to other build-
ings. Ten years later, in 1854, the current cupola was
erected on the tower according to the plans of Novy
Jicin builder Ignac Klosse (1805 - 1881).
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Parish Bastion and tower

of the parish church on a veduta
by Erwin Pendle from 1913
Photo: Radek Poldch
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View of the church tower from
the square at the beginning

of the 20th century, detail from
a coloured postcard

Photo: Museum of the Novy
Ji¢in Region
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Battle of the town of Novy
Ji¢in by Fulnek artist Frantiek
Kledensky, probably from 1817,
detail
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Repairs to the parish church
in 1912, photo Emil Schopf
Photo: Museum of the Novy
Ji¢in Region




The church tower
‘as the property | .
of the town :
and church|
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The tower also contained a small space for the so-
called tower guard (or crier or watchman). This was

a small room where he stood watch when all the oth-
er residents of the town slept. This was a special
night watch so that an alarm would be sounded if any
unforeseen or extraordinary circumstances occurred
in the town. In addition to announcing invasions

by foreign armies, attacks by bandits, epidemics

and thieves, the guard chiefly held watch for fires.

The purchase
contract conclud-
ed between the
town of Novy Ji¢in
and the Roman
Catholic office

on 2 August 1927
meant that the
tower’s ownership
was transferred,




together with the tower of the filial church of the Holy
Trinity, to the parish office for K&s 200,000. The town
concluded a 20-year lease contract with the parish

in 2024. This meant that the town was able to reno-
vate the interior of the tower and open it to the pub-
lic. In the 1920s, the tower underwent renovations
during which a box with period sources from 1866,
1922, 1928 and 1936 was discovered. After the renova-
tion work was completed, materials from the pres-
ent time were added to the box and it was replaced

in the tower so that future generations are able to re-
veal the secrets of the town’s history.

Church tower on a historic
colour photograph from 1938
Photo: Radek Poléch
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Fire of the parish tower

in the nineteen fifties

Photo: State District Archive
Novy Jicin
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Removal of the main bell from
the church tower in Novy
Ji¢inin 1916

Photo: Museum of the Novy
Ji¢in Region
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View of the Novy Ji¢in
tower in 2014

Photo: Radek Polach
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Video from 1940: Bhmen
- Mahren Streifzug durchs
Sudetenland
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Church of the
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Bells
and ringing

How long have bells been used?

Since ancient times, the use of bells has been doc-
umented in antiquity. The oldest finding of a bell is
probably from Nineveh, from the 3rd millennium BC.

The first actual bells to be cast and hung
in church towers are linked to the origins
of the Christian church and were initially
installed in monasteries. Pope Gregory
the Great (+604) is reputed to have or-
dered the use of bells.

Evidence of the oldest Czech bells
dates back to the 9th century and bells
began to be manufactured in Bohemia
in the 14th century. The closest bell

workshop in modern times is linked to
the Dytrich family in Brodek u Prerova.

Why have so few
old bells survived?

In times of war, bells were
requisitioned (seized)
and used as a raw material
for war purposes.

This happened in Novy Ji¢in in 1795

during the Napoleon Wars and again in September
1916 during the First World War, when all the
bells, with the exception of the death bell called
the Sanktusnik (in the small tower on the east-
ern side of the parish church), were destroyed.

It was only in September 1928 that new bells were
supplied from the bell foundry of Richard Kerold
of Chomutov. However, these were seized again
in April 1942 during the Second World War. Bells
were also destroyed during major fires, such as
the one that destroyed our tower in 1844.



The musical aspect of the bell

The bell as a musical instrument is one of the most
complex idiophones. It is said that a bell produces
up to 100 tones, the larger the bell, the more tones
it produces. Each bell is tuned and a harmony can be
created if multiple bells are rung.

The names of bells

Church bells are named during a bell bap-
tism ceremony. The bells are most often
named after the most popular saints and
Czech patrons. There are currently three
bells in Novy Jicin.

The oldest and smallest, which orig-
inally served as a death bell, bears
the inscription “O rex gloriae veni

cum pace” (Oh king of glory, come
with peace).

The Bell of Our Lady is em-
bellished with a relief of
the Madonna and Child.

The third bell is dedicated
to Cyril and Methodius
and bears the inscription:
“Our Lord, preserve the her-
itage of our fathers” The two
larger bells also bear the inscription
“In the Marian year of 1987-1988”. They were cast
by the Dytrych family of Brodek u Prerova.

Why is it said that the 'bells fly to Rome'?

This saying is related to the Easter rituals. The bells
ring for the last time on Maundy Thursday during
Gloria, after which the ringing of the bells is replaced
by the clapping of wooden clappers. The bells start
ringing again during Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday.



What were bells
used for?

The use of bells can be divided into secular
and church use.

The chief use of bells for secular purposes was:

Until the 19th century to announce the time
(morning, noon, evening, midnight). This is also
one of the reasons why the church tower in Novy
Ji¢in remained the property of the town until
1927.

Bells were rung during important events or when
important festivals began.

As an alarm (fires, floods,...).

One of the bell’s important purposes
was to summon people to prayer:

When the bells rang at noon and in the evening,
believers interrupted their work and prayed, re-
citing the Angelus prayer.

The Sanktusnik bell located in the small slim
tower on the ridge of the roof of the church pres-
bytery, roughly above the main altar (also on the
parish church in Novy Jicin), was rung for church
services. Itis no longer used today.

When and how long do the bells of the parish
church in Novy Jiéin ring?

Apart from exceptional circumstances, the bells ring
regularly in the morning (6 a.m.), at noon and in the
evening (6 p.m.) for approx. 3 minutes. The bells also
ring quarter of an hour before church services for ap-
prox. 5 minutes (one bell on weekdays and all three
bells on Sunday).



Parts of a bell:

1. Yoke, 2. Canon, 3. Crown,
4. Shoulder, 5.Waist, 6.Sound bow,
7. Lip, 8. Mouth, 9. Clapper, 10.Bead line

Source: Wikimedia.org | wikipedia.org Staszek Krysztof Zajasckowski



Tower guard’s
Chamber 7th floor
(7th floor)

The guard’s duty was

to keep watch against
fire during the day and
at night, wind the church
clock and ring for i Tt
Angelus. He also warned
of the arrival of peo-

ple and epidemics, the
plague and other epidem-
ics forinstance, which

6th floor

, v, 4th floor
could affect Novy JicCin.
CLOCK 3rd floor
MECHANISM
(4th floor)
The clock mechanism was 2nd floor

installed during the first
third of the 20th century
and served until 2006. At  Tst floor
that time it was replaced
with a small digital
mechanism on the 6th
floor, which was replaced
by four individual mech-
anisms installed inside
the individual clock faces
themselves in 2025.
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up to the gallery: 33 mete
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126
steep steps

the tour ends
at fifty minutes
past the hour
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Neéco malo
Z historie
kostela

Prvni ovérena pisemna zminka o Novém Ji¢iné je
z roku 1313, ale da se dlvodné predpokladat, ze
prvni drevény sroubeny kostel, opatreny prkennym
nebo Sindelovym krytem byl postaven zahy po vzni-
ku mésta v osmdesatych letech 13. stoleti. Prvnim
pisemné dolozenym knézem je farar jménem
Mikulas (1366).

Kostel i véz sdilely osudy mésta. V roce 1427
bylo mésto véetné kostela vypaleno husity ve-
denymi hejtmanem Janem Tovacovskym. Po
velkém pozaru v roce 1503 byl kostel obno-
ven jiz castecné z kamene. VV dobach protes-
tantské reformace se v ném konaly luteranské
bohosluzby a byl prejmenovan na kostel Sv.
KFize. Po prichodu jezuitd do mésta v roce
1624 bylo patronicium vraceno na Navstiveni
Panny Marie.

Zasadni barokni prestavba kostela probéhla
v 18. stoleti (vysveécen 31. 7. 1742 olomo-
uckym biskupem Jakubem Arnostem

z Lichtenstejna). Kostel ma délku

44 m, $irku 22 m a vy$ku 20 m. Obraz
Nanebevzeti Panny Marie na hlavnim
oltari namaloval novoji¢insky malir
FrantiSsek Herbert, autory socharské
vyzdoby jsou olomoucti sochari Ondiej
Zahner a Jan Kammereit.

V kostele pUsobila cela fada
zajimavych osobnosti. Jan Hertl
(1726-1740) vybudoval dnesni
farni chram, pec¢oval o nemocné
pri posledni morové epidemii
(1715/16) v 1azaretu Na Hlinikach
a stal se dékanem kolegiatni
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Prorok (1857-1889) byl
jednim ze spoluzakladateld
meéstského muzea, byl
také uznavanym mine-
ralogem a paleontolo-
gem. Kaplanem (1893-
99) zde byl Msgre. Jan :
Sramek, ministr nékolika : -
prvorepublikovych viad  =————
v g s Znak pod letopocétem je merka
a predse\’da exilove purkmistra Thomase Heinricha.
vlady CR v Londyné.
Soucasny olomo-
ucky arcibiskup
Josef Nuzik byl
v Novém Jiciné
v letech 1995/6
na svém prvnim
pUsobisti. V sou-
Casné dobé je dé-
kanem a fararem
\ojtéch Jansta.

Kostelni vez

Stavbu véze zahajila méstska obec
v roce 1587, jak rika letopocet vyse-
kany nad lomenym obloukem vézniho
podchodu (viz obr. 1). Stavbu provedla
méstska rada svym nakladem, k c¢emuz
byla privedena praktickymi ucely, pro-
toze véz byla pouzivana také ke straznim
ucellm. Véz byla dostavéna v roce
1618, coz nam oznamuje napis
nad prichodem pod vézi (viz
obr. 2), jehoz cesky preklad zni:
“Nejpevnéjsi véz je jméno
Pané. Za viady milostivého
Matyase, cisare rimského,




pocestné rady obce Nového

Ji¢ina, nejdustojnéjsiho

a nejrozvaznéjsiho purkmistra
Zachariase Gertlera, zvaného
Ostravského a ¢lend rady Pavia
Schindlera, Jana Hofmanna,

Jana B6hma, za farare némeckého
kostela M..... ceského...... (v origindle
necitelné) méstského pisare Baltazara
Hofmanna, rektora méstské skoly
Jiriho Mlynka byla tato véz postavena
na naklad obce a $tastné dokondéena
v roce 1618. Slovo Pané zistane na véky.“
Vys$ka véze po ochoz je 33 m.

Stavbu véze ohrozovaly pozary, zejména

v roce 1844, kdy se roztavil zvon a zritila
stfecha. Proto v roce 1854 byla vztycena
dnesni kopule podle planu novoji¢inského
stavitele Ignace Klosse. Celkova vyska véze

vrv

az po vrchol kfize ¢ini 66 m.

V/ roce 1866 byl proveden novy natér véze far-
niho kostela, ktery provedl Vincenc Mildner

z Arnoltic u Zlatych Hor, a to bez stavby le-
Seni. O této udalosti svedci pamétnilist z 13.
srpna 1866, ktery byl do médéné schranky ve
vezi vlozen prave pri této prilezitosti. Kdyz byla
roku 1922 opravovana plechova krytina a vnéjsi
omitky farniho kostela, byla médéna schranka zno-
vu oteviena a doplnéna dalsim listem, tentokrate
ze 4. fijna 1922.

Farnimu Uradu byla véz prodana teprve 2. srpna
1927, o c¢emz se zminuje treti pamétnilist ve vézni
schrance a kupni smlouva k nému prilozena. V
roce 1935 byla véz znovu opravovana a pri této
prilezitosti byl do schranky vlozen Ctvrty pameétni
list. Posledni paty pamétni list byl do bané kostel-
ni véze vlozen v roce 1994 v rdmci posledni velké
opravy kostela vCetné véze.



Posledni pozar byl v roce 1952, zniceny
byly hodiny, zvony a veskeré zarizeni
ve vezi.
V roce 2023 byla uzaviena smlou-
va mezi farnim a méstskym Uradem
o dlouhodobé vypuljcce s cilem Upra-
vy a vyuzivani vnitrku véze k turistic-
kym uceldm.

Zvony
a zvoneni

Zvony se pouzivaji od pradavna. Pravdépodobné
nejstarsi nalez zvonu pochazi z Ninive, a to
ze 3. tisicileti pr. n. 1. Nejstarsi ceské zvony jsou
dolozeny v 9. stoleti a od 14. stoleti se zvony
zacinaji na nasem Uzemi i vyrabét. V novodobé
historii je nejblizsi zvonarska dilna spojena
s Dytrichovou rodinou v Brodku u Prerova.

Zvony zvaly k modlitbé: pri polednim a ve-
c¢ernim zvonéni, zvaném klekani, lidé prerusili
praci a modlili se modlitbu Andél Pané. Ne
kazdy si v§imne, ze na strese kostela nad presby-
tarem je i na novoji¢inském farnim kostele jesté
jedna vézicka, jejiz zvonek drive slouzil k bohoslu-
Zzebnym uceldm.
Velmi bohaté bylo zvonénii pro svétskeé ucely: Az do
19. stoleti ohlasovaly ¢as. Ozyvaly se také na zacatku
¢i konci riznych ¢innosti (otevreni ¢i zavieni mést-
skych bran, zacatek a konec trhd - odtud mame
i tradici skolniho zvonéni), v nékterych obcich i
tzv. pivni zvony ohlasovaly uzavieni hospod. Zvony
ohlasovaly i rdzné slavnostni udalosti, ale i upozor-
novaly na nebezpedi...



Zvony véze
farniho kostela

Prvni zvon na véz kostela byl povésen v roce 1618, ale
jiz pozar v roce 1629 jej roztavil. Roztaveny pozarem
byly i zvony z roku 1768.

Nasledné byly na vézi povéseny Ctyri zvony. Velky
zvon, Modlitba, Donat, a Barbora neboli Umiracek.
Velky zvon vazil 3080 kg, jeho vyska byla 130 cm, pri-
meér u dolniho okraje 180 cm, a jako ozdobu mél na
plasti reliéf svatého Krize, obraz Nanebevzeti Panny
Marie, méstsky znak a obraz svatého Josefa a svaté-
ho Jana Krtitele. Pod obrazem sv. Kfize stal latinsky
napis, v ¢estiné znéjici: ,V tomto znameni zvitézis!“
Pod obrazem Panny Marie Nanebevzaté pak byla
latinska prosba: ,Pros za nas!“Zvon byl odlit 12. zari
1789 olomouckym zvonarem Wolfgangem Straubem.
Podle zpravy kronikare Jana Haasa byl zvon poprveé
odlit na Zeleném prikopu (dnes TyrSova ulice) ve
Ctvrtek 23. fijna 1788, ale kvUli poruse naplasti musel
byt odlit podruhé v sobotu 12. zari 1789 opét v noci
na Zeleném prikopu.

Uvedené zvony byly na vézi az do zari 1916, kdy kromé
umiracku byly postupné odebirany, jako posledni
Velky zvon 28. zari, kdy naposledy zvonil 30 minut.
Plvodni konfiskované zvony ze zvonoviny byly nahra-
zeny dvéma zvony z oceli.

Po valce byla v roce 1926 usporadana verejna sbirka

a v roce 1928 byly odlity ¢tyri nové zvony z nejlep-

§i zvonoviny (77% méd'a 23% cin), které jiz byly i na
elektricky pohon. Zvon Trojice mél u spodniho okraje
pridmér 1,69 m a vahu 2950 kg. Modlitba neboli zvon
Marie méla prameér 1,29 m a vazila 1350 kg. Dal$im
zvonem byl Svaty Antonin. Zvon vazil 810 kg a prdmeér
u dolniho okraje byl 81 cm. Umiracek vazil 580 kg

a v prdmeéru mél 95 cm. Zvony vsak byly v roce 1942
opét zabaveny pro vale¢né Ucely. Sejmuti zvonl mu-
sel vlastnik provést na vliastni naklady a dopravit do



urednich sbéren nejpozdéji do
15. dubna 1942.

Zvony se vSak nenicily jen ve
sveétovych valkach XX. sto-
leti. Nékteré novojicinské
zvony byly rekvirovany jiz

za Napoleonskych valek,
napr. v roce 1795 v kostele
Nejsvétéjsi Trojice. K posledni
tragédii zvonu na vézi farni-
ho kostela doslo pfi pozaru
v roce 1952.

Dnes na kostelni vézi visi
tri zvony. Zvon Pannu Marii
Nanebevzatou zdobi znak
Panny Marie, reliéf Madony
s ditétem a letopocet s
vénovanim. Dalsi zvon je
zasvécen Cyrilu a Metodéji,
zdobi jej napis: ,Dédictvi
otcl zachovej nam Pane!“a
reliéf sv. Cyrila a Metodéje.
Na téchto dvou zvonech
stoji napis: ,V Marianském
roce 1987-1988“a byly
ulity rodinou Dytrychovou
z Brodku u Prerova. Pouze
treti zvon je plvodni z roku
1488 a ma napis ,,O rex
gloriae veni cum pace®. (O
krali slavy, prijd's pokojem
(mirem)).




